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Adam Thorpe .  

Adam Thorpe  is  a  Reader  in  Soc ia l l y  Respons ive  Des ign  a t  Cen t ra l  Sa in t  
Mar t ins  Co l lege  o f  A r t  and  Des ign ,  London  where  he  i s  D i rec to r  o f  the  “B ikeo f f ”  
Research  p ro jec ts  wh ich  are  an  In i t i a t i ve  o f  the  Des ign  Aga ins t  Cr ime (DAC)  
Research  Cent re .  B ikeo f f  seeks  to  reduce  cyc le  the f t  th rough  des ign  and  
spec i f i ca t ion  o f  secure  cyc l ing  p roduc ts  and  env i ronments .   H is  research  
ac t i v i t ies  a re  p rac t ice - led  and  he  has  con t r ibu ted  to  the  deve lopment  o f  
research  methodo log ies  and  the  des ign  o f  p roduc t  benchmarks  tha t  seek  to  
max im ize  s takeho lder  va lue  th rough  app l ica t ion  o f  Soc ia l l y  Respons ive /DAC 
pr inc ip les .  He  is  a lso  co- founder  and  des ign  par tner  o f  Vexed  Genera t ion  L td  
(Es t  1996) ,  and  Vexed  Des ign  (Es t  2007)  p ioneers  in  c lo th ing  and  p roduc t  
des ign  fo r  ‘Urban  Mob i l i t y ’ .  

Lor ra ine  Gamman.  

Lor ra ine  Gamman is  a  Pro fessor  o f  Des ign  S tud ies  a t  Cen t ra l  Sa in t  Mar t ins  
Co l lege  o f  A r t  and  Des ign ,  London .  She  wro te  her  PhD a t  M idd lesex  Un ivers i t y  
i n  1999 ,  taugh t  p roduc t  and  indus t r ia l  des ign  a t  CSM fo r  ten  years  be fo re  
se t t ing  up  the  prac t ice - led  Des ign  Aga ins t  Cr ime Research  Cen t re  (DACRC see  
www.des ignaga ins tc r ime .com)  wh ich  she  has  d i rec ted  s ince  2000 .  Her  work  



wi th  Adam Thorpe  and  the  B ikeo f f  In i t i a t i ve  has  won  severa l  awards  fo r  des ign  
innova t ion  and  toge ther  they  have  ca ta lysed  a  number  o f  DAC produc t  ranges  
inc lud ing  the  B ikeo f f  an t i  the f t  b i ke  s tands  and  commun ica t ion  des igns .   She  
has  a lso  cu ra ted  many  seminars  and  exh ib i t i ons  w i th  Thorpe  inc lud ing  Pu t t i ng  
the  Brakes  on  B ike  The f t  wh ich  exh ib i ted  a t  New London  Arch i tec tu re  th is  year .   
She  is  a  member  o f  the  Home Of f i ce ’s  Des ign  Techno logy  A l l i ance  tha t  adv ises  
Br i ta in 's  Home Secre ta ry  abou t  des ign ;  she  i s  a lso  V ice  Cha i r  o f  the  Des ign ing  
Out  Cr ime Assoc ia t ion .  

Lor ra ine  Gamman ’s  an t i  b ike  c r ime focused  pub l ica t ions  inc lude  the  des ign  
resource  www.b ikeo f f .o rg /des ignresource  de l i ve red  w i th  Adam Thorpe  and  the  
DACRC Team,  inc lud ing  c r ime sc ien t is ts  f rom the  J i l l  Dando  Ins t i tu te  o f  Cr ime 
Sc ience .   She  is  the  au thor  o f  Gone Shopp ing ,  the  S to ry  o f  Sh i r ley  P i t t s ,  Queen 
o f  Th ieves  ( i n  1996  the  f i lm  r igh ts  were  so ld  to  Channe l  4 )  and  has  pub l i shed  
w ide ly  on  v i sua l  cu l tu re  and  mos t  recen t ly ,  w i th  Adam Thorpe,  numerous  
a r t i c les  abou t  b ike  des ign  and  abou t  the  concep t  o f   “ soc ia l l y  respons ive  
des ign . ”  
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Bikeo f f  i s  an  in i t i a t i ve  o f  the  Des ign  Aga ins t  Cr ime Research  Cen t re  (DACRC)  
loca ted  a t  Cen t ra l  Sa in t  Mar t ins  Co l lege  o f  A r t  and  Des ign ,  London .  I t  i s  
concerned w i th  reduc ing  b icyc le  the f t  th rough  prac t i ce  led  des ign  research  
a imed a t  ca ta lys ing ,  and  in  some cases  c rea t ing ,  cyc l ing  p roduc ts ,  
env i ronments  and  serv ices  tha t  p r io r i t i se  the  accommodat ion  o f  users  (cyc l i s t s )  
bu t  a lso  bu i lds  in  res is tance  to  abuse / rs  (vanda ls  and  th ieves) .  

Fund ing  f rom the  Ar ts  Human i t ies  Research  Counc i l ’ s  and  the  Eng ineer ing  
Phys ica l  Sc ience  Research  Counc i l ’ s  “Des ign  fo r  the  21s t  Centu ry  p rogramme”  
has  enab led  des igners  and  des ign  researchers  f rom DACRC to  work  w i th  c r ime  
sc ien t is ts  f rom Un ivers i t y  Co l lege  London ’s  J i l l  Dando  Ins t i tu te  o f  Cr ime 
Sc ience  (JDI ) ,  and  to  inv i te  mu l t i p le  de l i ve ry  agenc ies  and  s takeho lders  to  he lp  
c rea te  and  tes t  (1 ) ;  des ign  resources ,  a imed a t  des ign ing  ou t  b ike  the f t .  And ,  
a l so  to  make  such  resources  ava i lab le  to  he lp  bu i ld  an  innova t i ve  capac i t y  
amongs t  des igners  and  c r ime preven t ion  p ro fess iona ls  in  the  na t iona l  and  
in te rna t iona l  con tex ts  to  deve lop  the i r  own s t ra teg ies  and  how bes t  to  respond  



t o  na t iona l  an t i  b ike  the f t  des ign  compet i t i ons  and  to  de l i ver  p ro jec ts  and  
p roduc ts  tha t  a re  “ f i t  f o r  pu rpose”  in  reduc ing  b ike  c r ime;  and  (2 )  des ign  
exemplars ,  tha t  DACRC have  c rea ted  in  o rder  to  deve lop  an  opera t iona l  
capac i t y  o f  c r ime  p reven t ion  and  cyc le  p rov is ion  p romot ion  agenc ies  to  he lp  
bes t  unders tand  and  reduce  cyc le  the f t  and  to  p romote  cyc le  use .  

Th is  paper  exp la ins  the  mu l t i -agency  approach  tha t  has  de l i ve red  th is  work  and  
the  methodo log ies  tha t  B ikeo f f  has  deve loped  and  emp loyed  to  do  so ,  tha t  have  
been  suppor ted  and  d issemina ted  by  Transpor t  fo r  London ’s  Cyc le  Cen t re  o f  
Exce l lence.   I t  a l so  desc r ibes  des ign  aga ins t  b icyc le  cyc le  the f t  research  
p rac t ice  de l i vered  in  co l labora t ion  w i th  the  London  Borough  o f  Camden and  
Br igh ton  and  Hove  C i ty  Counc i l ,  tha t  c rea ted  and  tes ted  b ike  park ing  fu rn i tu re  
and  commun ica t ion  des igns  a imed a t  improv ing  the  secur i t y  o f  cyc l i s ts  lock ing  
p rac t ices  and  reduc ing  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  cyc le  the f t .  We a lso  in t roduce  o ther  
ou tpu ts  o f  the  B ikeo f f  p ro jec t ,  i nc lud ing  a  rev iew o f  the  des ign  gu idance  fo r  
secure  cyc le  park ing  and  o f  a  des ign  resource ,  fea tur ing  B ikeo f f  TV,  tha t  o f fe rs   
a  too l  fo r  c rea t ing  and  shar ing  user  and  abuser  cen t red  case s tud ies  o f  cyc le  
park ing  fac i l i t ies  tha t  can  be  used  to  in fo rm cyc l i s ts ,  des igners  and  p rov iders  o f  
cyc l ing  in f ras t ruc tu re .  

 

 

 

 


